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Key Points

1 China has recently attempted to use military force to backileged historical
claims to the South China Sea and East China Sea; however, upon closer
examination, the claims do not hold up.

T Chinads belligerent attempts to enf
endanger peace in Asia. China appears unlikely to accept any reasonable prop
that respect history and geography.

1 Southeast Asian nations and other interested coanlike the United States and
Australia, must maintain a military presence to deter Chinese aggression while
attempting to negotiate a peaceful settlement with China.

Recenly, China has used military aircraft and ships to threaten Japan in the East China Sea
near the Senkaku Islands (which the Chinese call the Diaoyu Isladdhegovernmentn

Taiwan cals the Diaoyuta). Similarly, in the South China Sea, Chinese ships bimed

areas very far from China but very close to such Southeast Asian countries as the Philippines
Malaysig and Vietnam China argues that theplcesbelong to Chingowing to long

historical circumstances. But an examinatdnhe evidencelemonsrates that China has no

historical claims to either the South China Sea or the East China Sea.



China makes its historical claims to the South and East China Seas in two key documents.
fiHistorical Evidencdéo Support Chind& Sovereignty over Nanskslandso issued by the

Chinese Ministry of Foreign Affairs on November 17,200& k es Chi nadés <c¢cl ai m:
South China SeaThe Chinese governmewhitepaper enti tl ed ADi aoyu D
Territory of Sdeptermbetdl2dnakestiskisteridal case fotheEast China

Se&?

The Chinese claim places in the South and East (Geias because Chinese historical books
mention them. For example, during the Three Kingdoms pethedygar21i 277), Yang
Fu ( Jwr ot e about the South China Sea: AThere
the South China Sea, the water there is shallow and filled with magnetic rocks oI stones
). *®espite the assertionspar t A of HAHiIi8tobhi sal E

passage simply describes a sea and does not make any claim for Chinese sovereignty.

These references in Chinese historical books have four additional difficulties. First, names in

historical books are not necessarily the same as the place claimed tauisyl, $@any places

are described as t Hoeexdmpleyat andfamn @ Wwhobyo ar bar i ans
definition were not Chinese. Thi¢d,) some of
relationship with China, but in these tributary relationships Chidtlze tributary nation

sent each other envof® ). Furthermore, these foreign and tributary nations most clearly

were not under the rule of the Chinese empermswere they part of the Chinese nation or

empire.



Finally, the Chinese historical claimsfer to the Mongol (1279.367) and Manchu (1644

1911) empires when China was defeated and wun
clear when reading the despair of Chinese scholars in those times, yet the rulers in China
today distorty @Ghienadsli mgst hray Wb his rule was
nationalities. o0 China today making a c¢claim o
like India claiming Singaporkecausdoth were simultaneously colonies of the British

Empire or Vietnantlaiming Algeria because both were simultaneously colonies of the

French Empire.

Let us now consider more specific claims with respect to the South and EasBS&dsna

The South China Sea

Figurel showvsthe conflicting claims over the South China S&ana makes by far the

largest claim to the South China Sea, a cldatruns along the Vietnamese coast and

approaches the coasts of Indonesia, Malaysia, Brandithe Philippines. The Chinese

claim, which extends about 1,600 kilorest(1,000 miles)tt he sout h of Chinabd

Island, is difficult to defend in geographic terms.



Figure 1. Conflicting Maritime Claims in the South China Sea
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Figure2, an official Chinese map of Hainan Province, demonstratefighed 1 does in fact
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Figure 2. An Official Map of Chinads Hainan
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The Chinese document f@AHistorical Evidenceo b
South China Sea as of the Ming Dynasty (136814)? Yet for centuries prior to the Ming
Dynasty, ships of Arab and Southeast Asian merchants had filled the SouttS€aiaad the

Indian Ocean. Chindoo, was involved in this trade, though the trade was dominated by


http://www.hainan.gov.cn/code/V3/en/images/map-of-hainan-large.jpg

Arabs and Southeast Asians. In the words of Edward Dreyer, a leading Ming Dynasty
hi st oArabia n.was thdingua francaof seafarers from South @ia to the African

coasto

The importance of Arab tradessclear in a variety of ways. During the Tang Dynasty (618
906), a Al argely Muslim foreign merchant con
was sacked in 879 by the Chinese rebel HuamgpCand the most vivid account of the

ensuing massacre is i°n Arabic rather than Ch

Before the Song Dynasty, n&hinese dominated trade in the South China Sea and the

|l ndi an Ocean. Il n the words of Dr egageeChineséi De s pi
ships and Chinese merchants and crews did not become important participants prior to the

Song (9601276). Well before then, voyages between China and India were made in large

ships accompanied by tenders. The Chinese Buddhist pilgrim Haxiar travelled in 413

aboard a large merchantship.The | ar gest shi p.s.vayflargea.xi ands

[ b]ut they were I'ndonesian, not Chinese. 0
The Mongol Empire sent a Chines&an Zhou Daguarg ), as envoy to Angkor
(modernCambodia) in129® 7. Zhou6és writing pofiofmmatdoms an i

about daily life in Angkor at this timand two different English translations have now been
published Of course, Angkor was a foreign country outside of the Mongol Errqoick

Zhou did not pretend otherwise.

Early in Ming Dynastyduring the reign of the Yongle ) Emperor (r. 140824) and his

successors, the Ming court sent the famous commander, Zhgnhg Hg on seven major



expeditions to Southeast Asia, South Aaradthe east African coasetweernl405and

1433. Zheng He had huge fbhoelwmdns )whichhvermany dtr

probably the | argest wooden ships ever const
of exploration. In factbreyer wrotei Zheng Hebs destinations were
ports located on regularly travelled trade routes.anthis voyages used navigational

techniques and details of the monsoon wind patterns that were known to Chinese navigators

since the Song Dynast90 1276) and to Arab and Indonesian sailors for centuries before
thdZhengbds voyages, |ike those of the Portug
attracted by an al r e a%ilke thedatecRoituguese,rZigengtnmost d i n g

likely used Arab navigators in the western half of the Indian Ocean.

Zhengdés voyages had the purpose of bringing
system. This proved successful as | ong as Zh
military forceof Zhengods f | eet dmostiwsoldiéry noeanethat gdténtiad 0 0 me

force was always an element in these voyages and violence was used on three d€casions.

The biography of Zheng He in the officidlstory of the Ming Dynast{Mingshi )

demonstrates the i mportanceidthetnhe hdiyr oventh an
successiomo the various foreign countries. .Those who did not submit were pacified by
for€Zzhengds voyages did have somkaasafl uence.
trading port to some extent owes to supportfromzZhéBgut , A After the thir.
Malacca converted to Islam in 1436, Malacca attracted to its port an increasing amount of the
Indian Ocean and South China Sea trade, much of which wasdoamrghips sent by Muslim

merchats and crewed by Muslim sailors. .[After Zheng He] this pattern of trade, now

largely in Muslim hands, persisted until the arrival of the Portuguése



Owing to the great ex,penwel bf aghehg Meog Dgn
with the Mongols on its northern borders, China turned inaadinorthwardi Th e [ Mi n g ]
prohibition against building oceangoing ships and conducting foreign trade remained in force,

and Chinese private citizens whiohated this prohibition went beyond the borders of the

Ming empire and ceased to PbFWihahotlevartbsentedf gov e
foreign policy and the prohibition of building oceangoing ships and conducting foreign trade,

Ming China wihdrew from the oceans. Asvill show, this policy also affected the East

China Sea.

Before moving to the East China Sea, however, let us consider another argument used to

prove that China owns the areas around the South China Sea. This argument esnibiegasize
discovery of Chinese ceramics and pottery shards. As noted earlier, the South China Sea was

a trading hub filled with ships carrying various valuable casgacluding Chinese ceramics
andSoutheast Asian spices. But most of the ships carryingdihgo were Southeast Asian or

Arab. This failure to distinguish between a trade good and the ships carrying the good

affected the analysis of at least one senior Chinese leader. In his speech to the Australian
Parliament on October 24, 20@3hinese Preseint Hu J Back iatbe 1428s tde, A
expeditionary fleets of Chi nao6'%PreMdemtbuvway nasty
referring to Zheng He, but weandweknmowthdie i ti ne
they did not include Australid.In fact, Australian aborigines had long carried on trade with
Macassans, who came from Sulawesi in modern Indonesia, and such Chinese ceramics most
likely came from his trade, which included trepaagd northern Australiatimbers*® This

trade betweethe northern Australian indigenous peoples and the Macassans resulted in

several Macassan words becoming an integral part of north Australian indigenous



languages$; but it provides no evidence that Chinese ever visited Australian shores before the

19%th century.

AHI stori cal Ev i dene m@edmpdrard lsistoricaclaitha sbahlted s s

fiNine-Dash Lin@in the South China Sea. The origins of this line date back to, ¥88h
thetheBRepubl i c of Chinabs Land aepwashméder Maps |
Conventionally, the public appearance of thecalbed NineDash Line mapfigure 3) is

dated 1947, though some sources date its publication as early as DecemBar H346éte

as February 1948Af t er t he est abl iepublimefChinaimio943, he Peopl

Premier Zhou Enlg ) accepted th&line-DashLi ne as wvalid for the |

as well, though sources vary as to when this took place. Since th&hnéieashLine has
varied with different official versions having, 10,and11 dashes. Yet this cartographic
claim adds nothing to the historical evidenc

Sea.



Figure 3. Original Nine-Dash Line Map Issued by the Republic of China in the Late

1940s.

BE S am

Source:1947Nanhai Zhudadavailable ahttp://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nine
dash_line#mediaviewer/File:1947 Nanhai_Zhudad.png

The East China Sea
Chinese historical claims to the East China 8eeeclarified inthe September 201&hite
papefi Di aoyu Dao, an | nhermpetbegingits historicalmrgument Ch i |

by stating that the Diaoyu Islands (or, to use their Japanese namhe, Senkaku
Islands ) were mentioned in a Chinese book published in 1¥08age with a Tail
Wind (Shunfeng xiangsong ).22 As noted earlier, specific identification of modern

locations with places mentioned in Chinese historical books remains uncanthin any

case, the naming of a foreign country or place does not in any way say that China made a
claim to these placed.is noteworthy that the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of
China in Taiwan made a similar claim in September 2012, but that this claim had been

deleted from théi n i swebsite & June 2013.

10


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nine-dash_line#mediaviewer/File:1947_Nanhai_Zhudao.png
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nine-dash_line#mediaviewer/File:1947_Nanhai_Zhudao.png
http://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/%E5%B0%96
http://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/%E5%B0%96
http://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/%E8%AB%B8
http://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/%E8%AB%B8

The white @per then goes on to mention that kegdom of the Ryukyu Islands began to
pay the Ming tribute in 1372.As noted earlier, a tributary relationship is not the same as a
claim of ownership. Tribute nations were foreign stedes the Ming sent envoys to and
received envoys from these fage countries. Tributary relations gave the tribute nation

substantial foreign trade privileges with China.

As shownin the discussion of the South China Sea, following the deaths of the Yongle

Emperor and Zheng He, the Ming Dynasty focused inward anbdwward and forbagl

Abuil ding oceangoi ng s hi%mMan Caimede fronoRujchrudedt i ng f o
temporarily visit Taiwan, primarily southwestern Taiwan, to fish, trade with the aborigines

andhide in the case opirates. Yet Taiwan remained @ €ign placeg® and no permanent

Han Chinese settlements existed in Taiwan until the Dutch imported Chinese for labor after

the establishment of their colonial regime in 1624. When the Spanish arrived in 1626, they

found virtually no Han Chinese in nortnefaiwanz®

Taiwan received little attention in Chinese documents untiinatiee Ming Dynasty In the

words of Laurence G. Thompson, one of the earliest Western scholars on Taiwan history:

AThe most striking fact alosaustheldkefitinCheneser i c al
records. It is truly astonishing that this very large islandgshould have remained virtually

beyond the ken of Chinese writer&Thant il | at e
Diaoyu(tai)/Senkaku Islands were muchadler than Taiwan, muclatther from the Ming to

Tai wanbés east, and uninhabited. Thus, when N
Taiwan, they almost certainly did not mention the much smaller and more distant

Diaoyu(tai)/Senkaku Islands.

11



Infact both the Peopleds Republic of China and
the Diaoyu(tai)/Senkaku Islands belonged to Japan until the possibility of hydrocarbons in the
seas near the islands was mentioned in a LB@&d Nations Economic Comssion for
Asia and the Far East survey of coastal mineral resautredanuary 8, 1958e official
newspaper of the Chinese Communist PdngP e opl eds Daily (RBRenmin r
published a reposdtating that the Senkakus | ands bel onged to Japan?os
Archipelago?® Figure4 shows this article on the low4zft of page 4. Figuré shows the
article itself. The article begins:
The Ryukyu Archipelago is distributed on
Taiwanand he sout hwest of Japandés Kyushu 1| sl a
including the Senkaku Islands. .The Ryukyu Archipelago stretches one thousand

kilometres. On its closestside ( )[tous]i s Chi nads East China S
side( ) arethe high seas of the Pacific Oceén.
: é
: )7

This suggests that the Senkaku I slands are o

thatotherpieces of evidencalso support

12
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Figure 5.P e 0 p | e @diclel3tting That Senkaku Islands Belong to Ryukyu

Archipelago
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) thatdemonstrates that the
Senkaku Islands belonged to Jagafhe map of Japardigure 6) has a separate map of the
Ryukyu Archipelago in the lowerght-hand corner. On this map, the international boundary

In 1958 China published\&orld Atlas Shijie ditujip

Source:Renmin ribaoJanuary 8, 1953, 4.



is to the east of Taiwarubto the west of the Senkakunghich are clearly labeled in Chinese

characters as Uotsuri Island and as the Senkaku Islands

Three other maps in this collection verify t

proclaimed international boundalyT ai wands northeast. These map
M (figure 7), China Topographicd] (figure 8, and China Political v

(figure 9. In figures 8and9, the international border is also shown to be west of theé 123
longitude line while, as shown lb&v, the Senkaku Islands are all to the east of thatTihe.

government of Taiwan under Chiang Kauek also repeatedly published official

maps that showed tHiaoyu(tai)/Senkaku Islands as belonging to Japan until 3971.
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[World Atlas]

Figure 6. Map of Japan

Source:Shijie ditujip




Figure 7. Asia Political Map

Source:Shijie ditujip
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