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FROM : Commanding Officer, H.l.A.S. "PLATYPUS",

DATE : 8th May, 1942 REF, NO. : PP, 093/237.
TO : Commnodore-in-Charge, Darwin,
SUBJECT HellgAeSe "PATRICIA CAM" - VOYAGE REPORT.

Submitted for information the attached report of

proceedings of H.M.A.S. "PATRICIA CAM" for period 18th March, 1942
to 5th April, 1542,

(Ssgd) J. P. Tonkin.
Commander, R.A.N.
Commanding Officer.

N.T. 0600/10.
The Secretary,
Naval Board.

Submitted for the information of the Naval Board.

Do With reference to Paragraph 2 of "PATRICIA CAM" Report,
the following remarks have been received from the Comnanding
Officer, H,M.A.S. "PLATYPUS", and are concurred in:-

"After inspection of the stéering gear I am of the
opinion that an increase in area of rudder would increase
the kick of the wheel which is main trouble experienced

by this ship. No buffer springs are fitted in steering
chains but an adjustable brake is fitted on rudder

quadrant. A steering engine is fitted but as this is
driven by compressed air, when wheel is in constant use,
it uses air quicker than the compressor can supply it.

- From my experience in handling similar craft in
* minesweeping operations, namely, H.M.,A.S. "NAMBUCCA",

I consider it 1s only a matter of becoming used %o
handling the vessel,"

Wﬂ#, mﬂﬁs e

o/ Cfi i
F.A.

COMMODORE~-IN-CHARGE
Naval Headquarters,

DARWIN,
DARWIN., N.T.
14th May, 1942,
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H.M.A.S. "PATRICIA CAM"
20th April, 1942,

"

ORT OF H.M "p C

BRISBANE TO TOWNSVI .

18/3/42 (as continued from Sydney to Brisbane Report).

Cast off from Milling Co.'s wharf at 06451/18, Got as far
as Brett's wharf at 0805L and made fast owing to haze on river and
uneble to see river leads. We continued at 0910L/18 and cleared
Brisbane at 11131 and Pile at 1128L/18, The voyage to Townseille
was very favourable, the engines ran quite well, due to the care
and capability of C.,E,R.A, Newman who overcame certain obstacles until
we reached port. Ve arrived at Townsville at 1212L/22.

S

VOYAGE

D. He M,
Full Speed Steering Time., 3 - 23 - 42 (95,7 hours).702m
19
Rivers " i . 4 - 40
Total T2l
Stoppages (Bris. River) 1 - 05
Average speed
In Port (Brisbane) 3 = 19 - 23 T28,
Total 8 -« 0 =50,

TOWNSVILLE TO THURSDAY ISLAND.

Although we were due to depart at 19001/24 an engine room defect was
not corrected until 1930L and satisfactory at 1951L and cast off at
19568 and getting dark for this ship to leave, due to her erratic
steering and no objecet for the helmsman to steady heron, but Jjust
managed to clear the channel with difficulty by the aid of using
engines to steer with, (Might I suggest a bi#gger rudder to this
ship next time she is docked, otherwise she mey do some damsge, )

We cleared the channel at 20241 but at 2040L the Starboard engine
developed a hot bearing due to lubrication blockage and was stopped
but continuved on Port engine until 2054 when we continued on both
engines, 300 revs. 7.8 knots,

We anchored off Archer Point at 0206L/26 due to Barrier Reef area and
not safe for night navigation with this ship. (lost port chor in pipe
when hove up due to faulty link). We continued at 0737L/20 until
1913L/26 and anchored in Ninian Bay for the same purpose as gbove,
Engine speed 300 revs, Continued at OTElL/Q%EOO revs until 1937L/27
when E,R.A. reports Port engine on fire so stopped it and continued

on Starboard engine to mnchorage for night and rectify defect of Port
engine, (probaebly due to warmer water in this locality).

We continued at 0700L/28 but at 0800 the Starboard engine had a defect
so0 continued at half speed on Port Engine to allow for steering
menagement, We did this until 1500L/28 and then continued Full Speed
(250 reve) on both engines and continued all night to make up for loss
of time, due to defect, and arrived off Wednesday Island at IB33L729,
Awaiting convoy (as per signal) but sent signal requesting permission
to carry on without convoy because of apparent haste for us in Darwin
and out inability to keep station and speed in convoy. (erratic
steering and 7.5 knots best).

E.g.g.g. . 3—2 - ég Distence 600 Av, Speed i.égs
ReSeS.T, EHEI‘; 2 = 3> '-2?’ eDe
Anchorages (night) =
1-3 - 35
In Port (Towns) 2-7- 46
Total B /= S |
Clock put back one hour to E.S,T.) Of the 27 hrs., 35 mins

anchorage, 27 hours was allowed for in E.T.A, ,_
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Voyage .report of H.M.A.S. "PATRICIA CAM". xyF_.*

Thuregday Islasnd to Darwin,

b On Monday 31st, received on loan a badly needed Vickers Gun
and mounted same. I received a signal the same evening that my
request to proveed was granted. Next day we provisioned ship for

sea and cast off at 12241/1 and cleared harbour at 1246 at 250/300 revs

7. The vﬂyagg WEE very favourable and without mishap until we

closed C, Don (in to Darwin) when we found no lights on at
the spproaches so eased down at O200L/5 until daylight.

5. At 0340L/5 the starboard engine developed trouble, probably
due to slow turning at reduced speed, and was stopped until 0630L
when daylight appeared so proceeded at Full Speed and arrived at
George No., 1 Buoy off Darwin Jetty and rang off engines at 1848L as
end of voyage. '

- We proceeded to jetty at 0730L and fast at 0745L and gangs

onboard ready to start discharging cargo at 0O800L,

FeSeS,.To 4 - 1 - 34, Distance 732 Av. Speed 7.50,
R " un SEE.) 4 = 30 21 " " 4,70
ww v " (Harbour) 0 = 50 4
In Port (Towns) 2 -20 - 51
. s 757
7 =3 = 45

Clocks were put back 30 minutes to N,T, time,

(Sgd) J<F, Grant,
Lieut, R,A.N.R, (S)n
Commanding Officer,
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